There is not much that is new or very important in this work, (the author's inaugural dissertation for the doctor's degree at Bern ;) but all " contributions" to the knowledge of the diseases of the respiratory organs, already so carefully studied without the microscope, must be thankfully received.
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The first section of the first part of the dissertation contains a description of the external characters of sputa ; the second is given to the normal products of mucous membranes. Neither of these has anything important in it.
In the third is an examination of the morbid products of the respiratory mucous membrane which the author describes under twelve heads, as follows :
1. Pus and its corpuscles, which he considers (as his friends Valentin and Gerber do) to be modified exudation- (lymph-) In the second part of the work he speaks of the microscopic examination of the mucous membrane of the respiratory organs in the diseased state; and in the third part he gives briefly the results of his observations. These, as he himself admits, are few and unsatisfactory, little better than some probable negatives, which our readers may easily themselves draw from the analysis which we have given. We are bound to add, however, that the merit of the author is not to be measured by the importance of his results ; he must have worked hard to produce such a dissertation ; and his honesty must be praised since it has prevented his attempting to make that clear by unfair means which is in itself obscure and uncertain.
